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	Year Group/Class: 3/4
Term: Spring 1
	Topic: Materials

	Prior Knowledge/Teaching:  (What does this unit build on?)

Distinguish between an object and the material from
which it is made.

Identify and name a variety of everyday materials,
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock.

Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of
everyday materials.

Compare and group together a variety of everyday
materials on the basis of their simple physical
properties.

Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from
some materials can be changed by squashing,
bending, twisting and stretching.

Identify and compare the suitability of a variety
of everyday materials, including wood, metal,
plastic, glass, brick/rock, and paper/cardboard
for particular uses.
	Threshold Concepts:

Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their simple,
physical properties.

Relate the simple physical properties of some rocks to their formation (igneous or
sedimentary).

Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are
trapped within sedimentary rock. 

Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter.

Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases.

Observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C), building on their teaching in mathematics.

Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and
associate the rate of evaporation with temperature.

	Key Vocabulary:
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Asking Questions
and Fair Tests
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the solid mineral material forming part of the surface of the
earth

boulder | a large rock
[grains | a small hard particle of a substance such as salt or sand
crystals | a piece of solid substance which has a natural geometrically
regular form
Fossil the remains or impression of a prehistoric plant or animal
embedded in rock
soil upper layer of earth in which plants grow
peat a damp, dark soil that is made of organic matter that hasn't
decayed properly
marble | a type of limestone, typically white with coloured mottling or
streaks
[granite | a very hard, granular, crystalline rock
sandstone | a rock consisting of sand grains cemented together, typically
red, yellow, or brown in colour
slate a fine-grained grey, green, or bluish-purple rock easily split into
smooth, flat plates
chalk ‘a white, soft, powdery limestone rock
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Observe and
Measure Change
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